
Viejo Verde 

Dirty Old Man's Ancestry 

He owes his brow, 

broad and square, 

to the Moors 

who conquered Granada. 

He owes his nose, 

long and bulbous, 

to the Jews 

who lived in Toledo. 

He owes his sex drive 

to his grandmother, 

his taste in scotch to her son, 

his finickiness 

to his other grandmother, 

his penchant for lamentation 

to her husband, and to their daughter, 

his mother, he owes 

everything else but his heart. 

His heart is his alone. 
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